Because the study of the history of science and technology has always provided a rich source of insights to philosophers and scientists, no AAAS meeting would be complete without its complement of perceptive symposia on the history, empirical basis, and sociology of science. This year we have a particularly broad offering which includes three commemorative symposia: Copernicus, the 500th anniversary of his birth; Joseph Henry; and Mendel, the 150th anniversary of his birth.
The Copernicus symposium, arranged by Raymond J. Seeger, will to Henry himself or to his immediate this symposium scientific environment; it will present )ect of the hu-three aspects of the state of the physical our Copernican sciences in the years immediately preions to science ceding and during the entry of Henry on the scientific scene. These aspects io are interested will be: Brewster and the wave theory ce will want to of light; opposition to ethereal and imium, of primary ponderable media; and natural philosand mathema-ophy in the early 19th century. Kenneth Seidle-"Genetics Since Mendel," arranged )servatory, titled by Garland E. Allen of Washington [odern Dynami-University, will explore several direce five centuries tions which research in heredity took rnicus, the field after rediscovery in 1900 of Mendel's Z has progressed previously neglected work of the 1860's. od. This sympo-The emphasis in this symposium, schedrogress made in uled for 27 December in the Shoreham esent-day status, Hotel, will be on genetics in the 20th bilities for the century, starting from analysis of Mensession on 28 del's own work and his concept of "facshington Hilton tors," through development of the morning session chromosome theory in the 1920's and al Observatory. concluding with the advent of molecnposium, "Phys-ular genetics. The annual meeting will also have two half-day symposia, scheduled for 30 December, which consider the sociology of science. Barbara Rosenkrantz of Harvard University is the arranger of a program entitled "Scientists Face the Social Implications of Their WorkAbove the Sound and Fury?" which will present three different situations where the social consequences of scientific work were affected by the professional training and organization of the persons responsible for the research.
Although the specific areas covered will include three kinds of scientific endeavor at different periods and in different settings, the discussion will attempt to establish common relationships among social structure, professional image, scientific training and views of public role. The cases presented will include: scientists and postwar politics, the environmental controversy surrounding the use of pesticides in high-technology agriculture, and the British medical profession at the end of the 19th century and the control of venereal disease.
A symposium titled "Historical Sociology of Science" has been arranged by Harriet Zuckerman of Columbia University. This program will consider three areas of interest to sociologists and historians of science: the interaction of science and the new class-the case of Manchester in the industrial revolution; the social contexts of nuclear physics before the atomic bomb; and the social construction of science. The latter topic will be the subject of the address of the vice president of the History and Philosophy of Science Section, Everett Mendelsohn.
In addition, more than a dozen other specialized, private, or auxiliary programs in the general area of the history of science will be presented at the meeting. The subjects of these programs include: The history of American psychology between 1880 and 1930; Buffon's role in 18th-century science; the history of scientific exploration voyages in the 19th century; the place of the history of life and medical sciences in undergraduate education; the independence of simultaneous inventions; the historiography of technology; the development phase of technological change; antitechnological movements in history; and several other programs specifically for the interested scholar.
These programs, arranged primarily by the History of Science Society and the Society for the History of Technology, along with the ones discussed above in more detail afford a variety of opportunities for scientists and others interested in historical discussion.
A popular exposition, expressly designed for the Washington community, will be held in conjunction with the AAAS meeting. The exposition will seek to facilitate communication between citizens of Washington and scientific and technologically oriented organizations, both large and small, that are working on problems of major concern to the local community. The individual presentations will vary considerably, but in general they will consist of some visual display which will be both instructive and entertaining. Each display will be manned by an individual representing the particular organization, who will be prepared to answer questions which attendees may have. Approximately 35 organizations will participate in the exposition which will be held in the Washington Hilton Exhibition Hall from 26 to 30 December and will be open from 1 p.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday.
